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• Use spell check; enter known letter variations of
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• Reduce or add to the number of words in query
• Use the HELP files provided by the site for

instructions specific to that engine
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“bots”, or “crawlers”

• Search engines are powerful tools for finding
information not considered by a human to be the main
"topic" of a web page

• Search engines generally do not have bias

• The algorithm each search engine uses to bring back
results is different from all others and proprietary to
itself
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• Interpret the search string into the native
language of the engine searched

• Case sensitivity - be sure to check for this option

• Proximity features - NEAR - precise but can cause
unintentional elimination of good records

• Auto plurals - many engines retrieve only the
search word as entered; some search for plurals
automatically
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for a keyword
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radiate, radiates, radiation, and radiated
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do not type “diving bell”

• If you want information specific to the 
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include all those words in your initial search string; use
engine-allowed search string or important word indicators

Adding words to a search string usually increases the 
number of items retrieved without them
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The Key Word Queen is fickle
Best used when what you want is unusual, unique, 
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• May result in multiple same-site referrals 

• May overwhelm the user with references that are totally
irrelevant to the search and require a lot of time to 
sort through.
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Directory of various science-related areas

Uses simple, proximity, phrase, “and”, “or” search
methods

Boolean = and, or

Allows some customization through Pro Search option

Contains 20 main web guides and 200+ sub-categories
of “mainstream interest”
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Use boolean “ “ to show words that belong together in string
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Searches up to 100 engines - not a good idea!

Customize by engine order and number; also topic or
subject

Search access to guides and news databases and
specialty areas  

Allows user to save results for future use

Contains 20+ foreign language mirror sites
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Boolean AND OR +

Hits   “Lots” = up to 70,   “Bury me” =60-125

Ranking based on how many sites an item was found at
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Saves search parameters (and patience level) as a cookie
for future use

Highway61
Searches 5 engines

Boolean AND OR +

Hits   “Lots” = up to 70,   “Bury me” =60-125

Ranking based on how many sites an item was found at

Eliminates duplication in results

Saves search parameters (and patience level) as a cookie
for future use



Search Engines

Refer to “Hyperlink Table” and “Engines, 
Directories, Guides and Reference Materials –
Annotated” documents for complete link listing and 
information about Single and Meta Engines as well 
as other online reference tools.

Refer to “Hyperlink Table” and “Engines, 
Directories, Guides and Reference Materials –
Annotated” documents for complete link listing and 
information about Single and Meta Engines as well 
as other online reference tools.

http://infoweb.nrl.navy.mil/services/IV2000/LibBib.html



Cookies

DO NOT DISABLE THE COOKIES FEATURE! 

If you do this, you will be denied access to NRL-licensed 
publishers’ Web sites. IP-recognition, necessary to the access 
process for NRL users, does not work when the cookies 
feature is disabled.

Cookies are harmless. With newer versions of Internet 
browsers, placement and receipt of a cookie is not obvious. 
Cookies are placed on a computer’s hard drive by Web site 
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